them too. "Whatever else" is not a verbal excess, since it
includes the domains <of thinking, imagination and fantasy,
too.

Aum here is being referred to, without exception, to the
totality of life's experience - - of the congnizable universe as
well as the inexpressible yet undeniable experience that life
invariably goes through during sleep, when the mind (waking
consciousness and dream consciousness) is non-functional,
and beyond. And Aum's reach, indicates the mantra, goes
beyond the three states of experience, too.

In this comprehensive connotation, Aum it must be pointed
out, is only a symbol, quite like the sculpted stone idol
consecrated in a temple, taken by the faithful to represent the
beneficent Supreme.

The methodology adopted in the Upanishad to elucidate
the nature of Reality is worthy of note.  Strainghtaway is
enunciated succinctly the theorem, "Aum is all."   It then
proceeds step by step to prove it. This mantra defines the
term. "all." and in the next continues its elaboration.
^